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All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 

herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance and Issue Fee Due or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. 



1 . H This communication is responsive to the interview of June 16. 1999 for the examiner's amendment . 

2. S The allowed claim{s) is/are 29-43 and 45-58 to issue as 1-29, respectively . 

3. O The drawings filed on are acceptable. 
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3. □ received in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to apphcant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Jeffrey J. King on June 16, 1999. 

The appUcation has been amended as follows: 

In the specification, in amendmentj^line 3, replace "divisional" with —continuation--. 




In claim 39; line 5, replace "light" with -heavy— 



Replace claim 45 with the following: 

^^>l^^wice Amended) A [The] biologically active, heteromultimeric polypeptide fusion, 
comprising: 

a first polypeptide fusion comprising a first non-immunoglobulin polypeptide joined to a 
first multimerizing protein heterologous to said first non-immunoglobulin polypeptide and a 
second polypeptide fusion comprising a second non-immunoglobulin polypeptide joined to a 
second multimerizing protein heterologous to said second non-immunoglobulin polypeptide^ 
wherein said first multimerizing protein and said second multimerizing protein are capable of 
associating to form a multimer . 



Application/Control Number: 08/980,400 
Art Unit; 1646 

Prior Art 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Traunecker et al. (Nature, 1989, U) describes a multimer comprising the extraceUular 
domain of CD4 fused to an IgM^i heavy chain which is biologically active (binds fflV gpl20, p. 
69, second paragraph). However, Traunecker et al. does not anticipate or make obvious the 
instant invention because CD4 does not normally dimerize or multimerize and the CD4-Mn is a 
homomeric not heteromeric polypeptide fusion, so that the teachings of Traunecker et al. would 
not have lead the ordinary artisan to the instant invention. Lasky et al. (US Patent No. 
5,098,833, C) issued fi-om application 07/3 1 5, 015, to which Capon et al. (US Patent No. 
5, 1 16,964, AG) claim priority. However, Lasky et al. do not disclose the concept of 
muhimerizing polypeptide fusions, especially heteromuUimeric polypeptide fusions. The closest 
reference in Lasky et al. is to fusions which include the mature LHR sequence and a 
heterologous sequence or fusions of LHR to immunoglobulin chains or fragments thereof (col. 7, 
lines 17-22), which does not address the concept of multimers comprised of polypeptide fusions. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Claire M. Kaufman, whose telephone number is (703) 305-5791. 
Dr. Kaufman can generally be reached Monday through Friday from 8:00AM to 4:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Paula Hutzell, can be reached at (703) 308-43 10. 
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Art Unit: 1646 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should be 
directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0196. 

Official papers filed by fax should be directed to (703) 308-4242. Faxed draft or 
informal communications with the examiner should be directed to (703) 308-0294. NOTE: If 
applicant does submit a paper by fax, the original signed copy should be retained by the 
apphcant or applicant's representative. NO DUPLICATE COPIES SHOULD BE SUBMITTED 
so as to avoid the processing of duphcate papers in the Office. Please advise the examiner at the 
telephone number above before facsimile transmission. 
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